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ECO Stories
DARE TO BE DEEP produced
by Virginia Barter in support of
CPAWS (Canadian Parks and
Wilderness Society). This short
video (12 min.) tells a story of
ocean conservation and the
establishment of Gwaii Haanas Canada’s first marine
conservation area. The film
features traditional Haida dancers
and underscores the successful
role of First Nations in partnering
with governments to protect the
environment and traditional lands.
Students learn to appreciate the
Haida worldview and how to take
personal action to protect our
water and marine life - and how
to be wise consumers.
NOTE: Can also be combined
with Carolinian and Boreal
forest studies.

HEARNE – Journey to
the Northern Ocean
Written and Directed by
Virginia Barter. This dramatic
short film (9 min) is an exciting
portrayal of the French attack on
Fort Prince of Wales (Churchill)
and the capture of the young
English explorer, Samuel Hearne
in 1782.
Students learn the history and role
of the Hudson’s Bay Company in
mapping our country. We examine
props and costumes used in the
film and talk about the behind-thescenes challenges of filming it.
I share personal stories of how it
relates to my own family history.


View the trailer and read more about
it on my website.

NOTE: This can be combined with
a mock “fur trade circle” activity.
Can also be tailored for script writing
and filmmaking workshops.

Métis Culture &
Fur Trade
History . . .

...nalWorkwork

Teachers
Need a guest speaker / workshop
facilitator?

Artist in your classroom?

Indigenous perspectives?

Read on . . .

Artist in the Schools
Program
Students learn . . . Indigenous

VIRGINIA BARTER
Métis Storyteller/Writer/
Musician and
Film & TV Producer
My specialty is fur trade Métis/Cree
history and culture. I was the Film &
Media Facilitator for the TDSB Arts
Co-op Program and a Writer in
Residence for the TDSB Libraries.
I also have many years’ experience
presenting educational programs
around the province through the
Ontario Arts Council. I am also a
Métis cultural advisor and presenter at
many community festivals and events.
As a filmmaker, I have produced a
variety of projects with Canadian
Indigenous themes, including
HEARNE – Journey to the Northern
Ocean and DARE TO BE DEEP. I am
also Producer & Host of the series
URBAN ABORIGINAL on Rogers
TV Toronto (2011-12 season).
As a writer, my articles have been
published by the Métis Nation of
Ontario and featured in the academic
anthology, The Long Journey of a
Forgotten People: Métis Identities and
Family Histories, (WLU Press. 2007)

perspectives and fur trade history
through storytelling, films and interactive activities.
Contemporary themes of identity and
culture are explored through my TV
series URBAN ABORIGINAL:
(i.e. impact of Residential Schools,
Treaty relationships, and Truth &
Reconciliation Calls to Action.)
Themes also include the environment,
sustainable development and ocean
conservation. (see DARE TO BE DEEP)
RATES . . . vary according to type of
presentation and individual needs.
Estimate: $250 per class for half day;
$450 for a full day. (Additional costs may
apply.)

SECONDARY TEACHERS NOTE:
I am on the Artist Roster for the TDSB
Aboriginal Education Centre NAC10
Grade 9 arts program.
CONTACT: Virginia Barter
Cell: 416-312-9457

Email: vbarter@rogers.com
For more details, visit my website:
http://virginiabarter.ca

Partnerships: Please check with the
OAC and TDSB Aboriginal Education
Centre for current program options for
bringing artists into your school.

Workshop/
Presentations
I can tailor workshops for all ages and
needs. (Kindergarten to adult.)
My presentations are interdisciplinary,
covering a wide range of curriculum
subjects - history, geography, social
studies, science, English, music and art
with a Métis/Cree cultural focus. I also
include Cree language learning through
songs. Most importantly, I share stories
from my own family history.
Louis Riel - Workshops include handson displays of fur trade items, maps,
costumes and beadwork. Activities may
include a First Nations/European “trade
circle”, quizzes and films. Music and
dance are also part of how I get the
students involved. I teach traditional
wooden spoon playing and the “Red
River Jig”, and Métis finger weaving.
Media & Film Workshops - I provide
students with media skills to write and
produce their own digital stories, docs or
“docu-dramas” (camera, directing, video
editing, still photography, script writing,
and re-enactments). A variety of subject
areas will be covered with my TV series
URBAN ABORIGINAL.

